Cardiac herniation after left intrapericardial pneumonectomy.
Postoperative cardiac herniation is a rare fatal complication that requires urgent surgical reduction and closure of the pericardial defect. Cardiac herniation occurred 8 h after a left intrapericardial pneumonectomy. Although the patient was completely asymptomatic, acute hemodynamic failure with electrocardiographic changes occurred. Chest radiographs were not helpful in showing cardiac herniation. The patient was immediately brought back to the operating room. Cardiac herniation was found to be caused by a pericardial defect, and the heart was strangulated at the atrioventricular groove level. The heart was repositioned, but hemodynamic instability inherent to ischemic strangulation lesions persisted despite extracorporeal membrane oxygenation.